
 

Flying-foxes or fruit bats are essential for our Austra-

lian forest healthðthrough distance pollination and 
seed dispersal they are true forest makers. While 
everyone sleepsðflying-foxes make forests! 

Flying-foxes can live up to 25 years, weigh up to 1kg, with a 

1.2 m wing span and fly at approx. 25km/hr. 

Bats are the only mammal capable of sustained flight 

There are over 1000 species of bats in the world and ninety 

of these are found in Australia 

Bats are economically important  for eliminating agricultural 

insect pests and for their role in pollinating commercial plants 
such as bananas, dates, figs, mangoes jackfruit, durian, 
cashews and more. 

Some microbats can consume their own body weight in pest 

insects in one night e.g. flying termites, cockroaches, lawn 
grub moths, disease carrying mosquitoes and midges.  

Without microbats  our use of chemicals increase which in 

turn affects human health and economies and can seriously 
effect whole ecosystems. 

Bats around the world and in Australia are in decline, mostly 

due to loss of foraging habitat, loss of safe roosts and a poor 
understanding of their worth 

Bats have a long gestation period compared to other animals 

of comparable size and rarely give birth to  more than one 
young 

Vampire bats are only found in Central and South America, 

they only weigh 35 gms. Anticoagulant from their saliva may 
soon be used to treat human heart conditions. 

All bats are protected by law but their survival is not assured.  

Help us preserve them 

If you would like to help Bat Care Brisbane by becoming a mem-
ber please visit our web site for membership information. 
If you would like to make a donation to Bat Care Brisbane you 
can make a direct deposit into our account. These donations are 
greatly appreciated and help in the recovery of injured and or-
phaned bats. 

ABN: 99 789 706 217 

Web site: www.bats.org.au  
email: info@bats.org.au 

Phone info line 332 11 229 
PO Box 1727, Capalaba, Q 4157 

  Westpac Bank, BSB 034070 
  Account no. 310595     

  Illustrations  Louise Saunders 

 Rescue Helpline:  
0488 228 134 

.Rescue.Education.Conservation.Habitat.  

Grey-headed Flying -fox~ Photo by Vivien Jones  
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Bat Care Brisbane Inc. is a self -funded volunteer organization 

whose members are permitted under the Environment Protection 

Agency (EPA) to care for sick, injured and orphaned flying -foxes 

and microbats. We aim to improve the local environment for our 

urban bats, by planting trees, giving talks with education animals, 

being proactive in reducing the risks such as: barbed wire, mono -

filament netting and by working with Energex to upgrade power 

lines to prevent power outages and the many hundreds of deaths 

of flying -foxes by electrocution.      

Our objectives are:   

To provide accurate and informative education, through 

literature, talks and community events to the General 

public about the life of, and the importance of bats.  

 To provide an efficient and humane service to rescue 

and rehabilitate, sick, injured and orphaned bats, return-

ing them to the wild as soon as and whenever possible.  

To be active in the conservation of bats.  

To follow the guidelines set out by the EPA in their Code 
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Wildlife Preservation Society, Brisbane Branch run 
regular Batty Boat Cruises up the Brisbane River to In-
dooroopilly Island to watch the spectacular flying -fox 
fly -out over the river. Cruises run regularly between 
October and March, all monies raised, goes to help 

bats. 

For Bookings Ph:   WPSQ  (07) 3221 0194 
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Batty Facts 

Photo: John Jacob 

Can you help bats too? 

http://www.bats.org.au/
mailto:info@bats.org.au

