
 Backyard Discovery Project  

Brisbane Bat Chatter 

Committee Meetings 

(Open to all members) 

Where [  

Carindale Library 

Cnr Millenium Blvd & Bedivere Stôs  

   When [      

The 3rd Thursday every month @ 7pm 

We are going batty in Logan with our 
óBackyard Discovery Projectô!  Due to an 
alarming amount of  rescues for micro-
bats in the Logan area, we applied for a 
grant though the Logan City Council and 
we have started this project to inform the 
residents about microbats in their back-
yard and how they can help them. 

Too many of these rescued microbats 
appeared to be homeless, either ending 
up in peopleôs pool side umbrella or their 
hollow tree homes being bulldozed for 
commercial development.  Some were 
even being plucked out of their hollows 
by hollow seeking birds.  There is also 
the added problem of tree lopping com-
panies being directed to remove old hol-
low trees in parks and gardens.  So there 
is a need for alternate roosting to be 
placed for microbats. 

Out and about on our events it is surpris-
ing how many people have no idea about 
microbats and their role in consuming 
vast numbers of pest insects.  When 
people know how beneficial they are, 
they ask ôhow do we get some in our 
backyard?ô 

So we need to educate people to their 
enormous worth for public health by con-
suming disease carrying mosquitoes and 
other pest insects.  This in turn will de-
crease the need for poisons in our com-
munity.  

Microbats are the forgotten mammals in 
our suburbsðletôs help them by putting 
up a bat box.  Bat Care Brisbane, 
through Logan Cityôs EnviroGrant pro-
gram aim to distribute 1,000 bat boxes 
throughout Logan City with the help of 
óMake and Doô, a not for profit Logan or-
ganisation who will make the boxes for 
us. 

We plan several sausage sizzle fly-out 
talks and microbat detecting nights near 
Loganôs Flying-fox camps to help people 
understand we need all species of batsð
the mega and the micro.   

The bat boxes will be given out to resi-
dents of Logan City in return for a gold 
coin donation and will include directions 
for installing the box, what signs to look 
for, for habitation of their box and how to 
enjoy their new wildlife neighbours. 

The projectôs kick off night is at the 
Logan City Art Gallery, Saturday 6th 
September 2008.  We look forward to an 
entertaining evening with guest speaker 
Dr Les Hall, Zoologist, bat researcher 
and author with an amazing display of 
bat photos by Steve Parish, renowned 
photographer and publisher,  ready for 
his new book on the bats of Australia.  

 

- Suggestions and ideas are welcome as 
to where the residents can get their 
boxes from. 

Important Dates to 
Remember  

 

6th Sept 6.30pm  

Logan City Art Gallery  

Go Batty in Logan 

An entertaining evening with 
guest speaker Dr Les Hall 
(zoologist, bat researcher and 
author) and Steve Parish 
(renowned photographer and 
publisher) with his amazing bat 
photos. 
 

14th Sept  9.30am - 4 pm 

Training Room RSPCA 

Rescue & Rehab workshop 

With David Pinson 

All members are encourage to 
come along 
 

4th Oct  9.30am - 3.30pm 

TBA 

ORPHAN TRAINING   

All members who would like to 
care for a baby must attend. 
 

For more details of other up 

and coming events go to the 

events page on our web site 

Bat Ce Bribane In. 
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Reminder: 

Record & Report 
 

Remember it is essential to record 

and report all new intakes wether 

orphans or for rehab.  Itôs crucial to 

build our database and to keep it cur-

rent in order to learn more and have a 

better understanding of their needs.   
 
 

Our new data coordinators Gordon 

and Lisa are working hard on getting 

the new online record system  up and 

running.   Itôs user friendly and effi-

cient and youôll be informed when 

itôs ready. 
 
 

Itôs up to you to help our batty 

friendsô future!      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Have you got a  

suggestion for a grant? 
 

If you do, please let us know.   We 

need to purchase more equipment 

and supplies and itôs a great way 

for other associations and govern-

ing bodies to acknowledge what 

we do. 

Please contact our Grants writer: 

Liz Turner for suggestions or que-

ries. 

grants@bats.org.au 

              GILBERTõS     DIARY  

G'day,   

I'm Gilbert The Wonder Bat .   

How are  you going my bat mates, fans and all you lovely humans who don't 
have wings ?   

 It's been a little chilly of late.  Thereôs been a few nights this winter when I had 
to wrap my wings up pretty tight, and get close to Jackie and Monique. 

 If I had teeth, you'd have heard some real bat chatter.  Yes even Gilbert The 
Wonder Bat feels the cold.  Can someone organize a big fund raiser so I can 
have central heating next winter?  

Not too many outings over the last few weeks. I did have a very pleasant Sun-
day with Sue and Ro at the Brisbane City Council Bush Carerôs Breakfast. Nice 
drive out to Sparkes Hill. The fans got to see me in person. Poured on the 
charm and did the Gilbert thing. If you want to do " The Gilbert" it's simple. Just 
flash those big brown eyes, spread your wings' and look cute. Works every 
time. The fans loved me.  

The downside. Got home and Jackieôs first words were,  ñ where have 
'you'  been, what have you been doing?ò 

Honestly, Iôll be having a serious look at the offers from Hollywood, if those two 
girls donôt stop nagging me.  

 Iôve been working out recently and with the diet and all, Iôm one hunk of bat 
these days. Eat your hearts out girls. No more fatso toothless terror. Gilbert 
Schwarzenegger...... " I'll be bat! " Suggestion to newsletter editor for next pub-
lication. I'll be pumped and primed for a really awesome centre fold. I think I 
owe everyone the graphic results of my body building program. Just watch 
where you put the staples.   

I hear some of the  bats in for rehab are enjoying their vacation at the new Bel-
fry Manor. (Trish and Paul Goodwinôs place) I hear the food's great, service is 
excellent and I wish I was there to have a bit of fun with the other guests (wink 
wink), Jackie and Monique are no fun these days! Well I would just like to be 
able to explain to some of the young ones to be careful out there.  Just your 
basic Gilbert bat stuff. ( Know what I mean?  Of course you do. I can't help be-
ing Gilbert.)   I would have thought that for a five star rating, there should have 
been a wide screen, spa and lounge, but I suppose the management doesnôt 
want to humanize the other guests too much. Mind you, I'm thinking Gil-
bert  óWonder Batô, salary and perks, star status, penthouse etc...................... 
must have a meeting with my lawyers and Louise about my contract see if I can 
arrange accommodation like  the Belfry Manor! I may have to get super cute. 
She'll melt, sometimes I even  scare myself.  Yep! I reckon there'll be a pent-
house for me next year. 

Anyway, in the mean time, I've taken over my 'Self Assertion Classes'. Louise 
thought it would help.  Only took me  thirty seconds to convince the presenter 
he had an inferiority complex and to get him to hide under a desk. 

 Don't talk to me about flying foxes. I'm Gilbert, I'm a bat, and I'm simply foxy. 

Next newsletter, I want to talk about my favorite subject.    Gilberté... 

Until then do what I do . 

Donôt get hung upéé. Hang Loose 

  Gilbert    xxxxxx 

  

 

N.B. The Environmental Protection Agency has given special permits to Bat 
Care Brisbane, to retain the services of Gilbert , Monique and Jackie. They are 
unique and contribute so much to the education and promotion of care, aware-
ness and the essential conservation of our wildlife underdogs - BATS.   

BAT FACT:  
 

The ôMurgon batõ is the oldest 

known bat in the Southern 

Hemisphere and is among one 

of the oldest in the world dat-

ing back approx 55 million 

years ago!  Itõs fossils were 

found near Murgon, South -

East Brisbane, Australia.  



Micro Chipping 

Fundraiser Chocolates Supporting the  Crèche Fruit 

MEDIA 
Gilbert has been very busy and is excited 
about his staring role on óTotally Wildô for a 
segment about bats as forest makers.  
Although, once again Gilbert got a little 
camera shy and didnôt say too much, he 
looked very handsome and looked the 
part.  Keep an eye out for this as it will be 
broadcast soon and hopefully kids will rec-
ognise him and will be the talk of the play-
ground! óTotally Wildô - Channel Ten Tues 
- Fri 4pm & Sat 7:30am 

As Gilbert took a break from stardom, 
Louise did an interview for ABC radio na-
tional with Ian Townsend.  Initially broad-
cast Sunday 31st August after the 9am 
news on the ôBackground Briefingô pro-
gram and  rebroadcast Tuesday 2nd Sep-
tember  at 7pm.  A transcript will be avail-
able on the ABC radio national website 
after this date where you can download 
the broadcast. 

www.abc.net.au/radio 
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universal scanner over flying-foxes 

just in case they are orphans or reha-

bilitated animals. 

The fundraiser chocolates have proven to be a huge success,  So thank you 
to all who have participated.  Lets keep it going and itôs also a great way to 
get the word out about what we do!  The boxes contain 48 mixed chocolate 
bars at $1 per bar with 50c coming to BCB. Order 
your boxes today and help support the orphans!  
Contact Dot: fundraising@bats.org.au 

 
We are now micro chipping all flying
-foxes that come in through our ser-
vice. With support from the RSPCA 
we plan to microchip all orphans and 
rehabilitated animals as they enter 
the crèche or release facilities. 
Members are able to take their ani-
mals to the RSPCA during office 
hours and by appointment to have a 
microchip implanted. The chips are 
injected into the ruff at the back of 
the neck and are a permanent ID. 
They have proven very helpful in 
establishing the identity of animals 
who are coming back to feed or ani-
mals who may for one reason or 
another come back into care.  We 
need to be telling veterinarians and 
other care groups to please run a  

Shooting flying foxes  

inhumane: AWAC  
 

The EPA has announced an end to issuing 
permits for shooting flying foxes, from 
September.  
This follows a recent finding from the 
Animal Welfare Advisory Committee 
(AWAC) of animal welfare experts includ-
ing the RSPCA, that shooting flying foxes 
for fruit protection is inhumane.  
The AWAC found the pain -sensitive 
mammals are often wounded rather than 
killed, and if injured are difficult to re-
trieve in the dark to be dealt with hu-
manely.  
Shooting of flying foxes for crop protec-
tion has been authorized by the EPA un-
der Damage Mitigation Permits, with 
strict numbers agreed to by the Com-
monwealth on an annual basis.  
From September 1, no further Damage 
Mitigation Permits will be granted in 
Queensland for shooting flying foxes.  

Growers wanting to install netting to pro-
tect crops from flying foxes and other 
wildlife can apply for low interest loans 
from the Queensland Rural Adjustment 
Authority. Queensland is home to four 
species of flying fox -  the little red, black, 
spectacled and grey -headed.  

While all four species are protected as 
óleast concernô wildlife under the Nature 
Conservation Act 1992 (NC Act), the 
spectacled and grey -headed species are 
also listed as óvulnerableô under the Com-
monwealth Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 
Act).  

N.B. Carol Booth has campaigned tirelessly 
for the greater protection of Flying-foxes, this 
outcome is historic. Our own Gilbert had a role 
to play here, he helped Carol prove how small 
the target area was compared to a large wing 
area. Carol and Gilbert make a great teamð
what a fantastic outcome for Gilbertôs wild 
cousins.  

 

 

BCB RAFFLE  
 

Weôve got another raffle on the go to raise 

money to purchase a lap top computer for 

our secretary and will be used for power 

point presentations and all BCB information 

at events, meetings and training sessions.   

 

1st Prize:  

Framed óBanksia 

serrataô 

 

  

2nd Prize:   

Framed óForest  

Superstarô 

 

  If youôd like to sell a 

  book of tickets please 

  contact us, or you can 

  purchase the tickets at 

any of our events. 

President's Report 
Ahhhé what a better winter for bats. After 
last years starvation event we have had 
very few rescues from May to now. Unfor-
tunately the Cocos palms still proliferate 
across the suburbs and we now add dog 
attack to one of our major causes of 
death, as bats come to the ground to eat 
the dropped ripe fruits. Along with Barbed
-wire, backyard netting and electrocution 
we need to alert the public to all of these 
cruel dangers to our wildlife. Our big pic-
ture work continues as we recently 
alerted NRW to factor into future fuel re-
duction burns, flowering events which 
coincide with the movements of vulner-
able Grey-headed Flying-foxes. We have 
been very busy on our education front 
and continue to help people to under-
stand the plight of bats. Our work is made 
all the more important as media continue 
to slander batsðwe are often their only 
voice and saviour. I especially want to 
thank all the new committee officers and 
members for their effortsðKnow that your 
time and energy is helping, not just one, 
but many bats, you are all great ambas-
sadors for BCB. Keep up the good work 
and thank you from the poor bats. 



ôIndigi Day Outõ  7-8 June 2008 
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Hendra Virus ï what does it mean for us, as carers 

Flying-foxes are relatively disease free compared to a lot of other animals. This is due mostly, because they do not scavenge on the 

ground for their food and they eat relatively clean foods such as fruits, nectar and pollen. 

We now have 2 viruses bats are known to contract, Australian Bat Lyssavirus (ABLV) which is deadly to humans and now Hendra 

Virus (HeV) which is deadly to horses, which can then be passed to humans from the horse infection.  There is no evidence of bat 

to human infection and it is unknown how the horses are being infected or even if it is the same strain of the Hendra virus. So far, 

flying-foxes are the only mammal known to have the virus other than horses and more research is needed to understand the viral 

transmission. 

Since ABLV was discovered over 10 yrs ago, as carers we have been advised about the risks and we have taken lots of added meas-

ures to protect ourselves.  We have complied by making sure we are vaccinated and that our titre levels remain adequate , also 

through training in how to handle a bat in pain and by also knowing the symptoms and what to look for with sick animals. We are 

dealing with injured animals with 99% of our rescues and sick animals are rare. With development and as the landscape changes 

with less habitat for food and shelter our best friends will be more stressed and therefore more susceptible to Zoonotic diseases ï 

those that pass from animal to human. 

It is a timely reminder that we need to be vigilant not only by avoiding being bitten but with the emergence of new zoonoses due to 

stresses we need to keep in the back of our minds with every sick and injured animal, that our hygiene standards must be scrupulous 

and above reproach.  Keep newly arrived animals separated from other bats for 24 hrs. We all love our charming guests and they 

endear themselves way too quickly often taking us by surprise with their affection and devotion they freely give but please use 

common sense and be aware and careful, any unusual behaviours or symptoms should be reported. 

The following link is a fact sheet about Hendra from the Australian Biosecurity web site. 

http://www1.abcrc.org.au/pages/news.aspx?NewsArticleID=296&Display=1 

tors.  Itôs a unique experience and quite 

intriguing for the community. 

We give informative talks about both 

mega and micro bats including the vast 

differences between the two and their 

important roles in the wild.   

Our brightly decorated stall attracted 

many with all sorts of batty merchandise 

for all ages, from jewellery, sun catchers, 

glow-in-the-dark bats to colourful bat 

mobiles, information brochures and our 

wonderful bat carers who were there an-

swering questions and telling rescue sto-

ries. 

Bat Care Brisbane were invited to par-

ticipate in the Indigiscapes Centreôs 
annual ñIndigi Day Outò event this year 

which is a weekend of environmental 

stalls, plant sales, native animals and 

great food and music.    

It was a fantastic weekend and a great 

feeling that the community left that 

event with a greater knowledge  about 

our batty friends and a new found ap-

preciation, getting to meet them up 

close.  

 

 

 

Our educational bats were the highlight 

of the BCB stall showing off their good 

looks and charm.  It was great to have 

our batty boys and girls attend for eve-

ryone to see and watch, and still able to 

provide maximum safety for the visi-

Bat Care Brisbane takes every opportu-

nity possible to get the message out about 

how important bats are, and this ranges 

from environmental-focussed events such 

as this one, through to animal welfare 

events (e.g. RSPCA Million Paws Walk) 

and general public events such as com-

munity fairs and school fetes.   

We are self-sufficient and can provide 

our own marquee and equipment and 

always bring an abundance of enthusiasm 

where ever we go!  All BCB members 

are encourage to participate and help out 

at these events were we always have lots 

of fun and you donôt need to be vacci-

nated. If you know of an event we could 

participate in, please let us know at 

events@bats.org.au. 

http://www1.abcrc.org.au/pages/news.aspx?NewsArticleID=296&Display=1
mailto:events@bats.org.au


CONTACT BATCARE 
 

RESCUE MOBILE 24hr 

0488 228 134 

 

ENQUIRIES B/H  

(07)38212341 

 

INFORMATION MESSAGE 

(07) 33211229 

www.bats.org.au 
 

President: Louise Saunders 

president@bats.org.au 

0407 147 742 
 

Vice Presidents:  

Matt Ellis   

vicepresidentmatt@bats.org.au 

& Paul Goodwin   

vicepresidentpaul@bats.org.au 
 

Secretary: Lauren Evans 

secretary@bats.org.au 
 

Membership Secretary: Sue Rixon 

membership@bats.org.au 
 

Treasurer: Cathy Howie 

treasurer@bats.org.au 

0411 243 208 
 

Events Coordinator: é..Is this you? 

events@bats.org.au 

Tracy - 0439 742 837 
 

Grants Writer: Liz Turner 

grants@bats.org.au 
 

Newsletter Editor: Lauren Burton 

newsletter@bats.org.au 
 

Fundraiser Contact: Dot McGilvray 

Fundraising@bats.org.au 
 

Data Coordinators:  

Gordon Sawers & Lisa Mannion 

data@bats.org.au 
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A NOTE OF THANKS  

In January I saw a fascinating 

story in my local paper about the 

plight of orphan flying foxes and 

the need for carers.   I made con-

tact with Louise and had the op-

portunity to meet Sheree and her 

little babies.   Before long I was 

cutting fruit and welcomed into 

Bat Care Brisbaneõs inner circle 

of dedicated, committed and pas-

sionate bat carers.  To all of the 

Committee, members and sup-

porters of BCB, keep up the great 

work.   To Louise, thank you for 

the opportunity to learn from you 

what it is to be committed to a 

cause and tireless in letting the 

wider community understand why 

bats are a vital part of our fu-

ture.  

Lisa Meyer.  

Flying-Fox Information Conservation Network 

(FFICN) 
 

For members who are interested, this is an online yahoo group where bat carers 

can share information and ideas on conservation and care.  Anyone with an inter-

est in bats can join! 
 

Information from the site:  

The FFICN is a loosely knit, informal group of individuals with a common interest in the 

welfare of Australian Flying foxes.  It is not a carer group. 

The aims are: 

To collect and analyse information to improve the care and rehabilitation of flying ï

foxes 

To educate wildlife cares and the public about flying-foxes 

To disseminate information relating to flying-foxes within the scientific and conserva-

tion communities 

To encourage the protection of flying foxes and their environment 

The principle criteria for acceptance into the group is active experienced participation in 

activities or research that further the well-being, rehabilitation, and conservation of flying 

ïfoxes.  When applying to join the FFICN Newsgroup, please provide your real name, 

geographic location and brief outline of your eligibility with regard to the above criteria. 

 

FFICN-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au 

DISCLAIMER:  

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are not those of all BCB members.  If you have any queries 

or concerns regarding the information or articles provided in this issue, please donõt hesitate to con-

tact the BCBõs president: president@bats.org.au 

Donations 
The following people have made kind 
donations to Bat Care Brisbane Inc.  

 

Pamela McElahinney 

David Hill 

Jesse Rowland 

Daisy Hill Koala Centre 

Morely Foster 

Morris Contact Pty Ltd 

Dust Collection Technology Pty 
Ltd 

Redland Shire Mayor D Secombe 

Redland Shire Councilor D Henry 

Alison O'Sullivan 

Redland Shire Councilor J English 

Redland Shire Councilor J Weight-
man 

Karen Hurley 

Gen Frunz      -Thank you  

Thanks to Veterinarians  
 

Bat Care Brisbane would like to express our thanks to those veterinarians still will-

ing to treat and/or euthanise bats in need when others turn us away, even with criti-

cally injured bats.  We wouldnôt be able to provide our service without you. 


