Brisbane Bat Chatter

Issue No. 5: December 08February 2009

Orphan Season Is Here!

4EAO860O OECEOh ) 06860 O
female flying foxes are giving birth and are
Al AUET ¢ OEi Ah AOO EO
trying time, as the extra weight of their baby
jeopardises their safety as they go about
their business.

There is a high percentage of mums and
bubs finding themselves in trouble, wether
EO60 AAOCEO ET 1 AOOE
palms or the biggest killer, power lines. So
often in these situations, the mother dies
and the baby survives, too young to fend for

itself. .
ltse If you are not already, and are inter-

This season to date, since 1st October BCB esting in becoming a carer or have
have 87 orphans in care and counting, with NOAOOET 1T Oh
only 23 carers. Yes, we are in need of more contact us. All new carers have a
carers! We are not alone either. North mentor to help and give advise.
Queensland are inundated with Spectacle Training, manuals and starter kits are
flying-fox babies as a result of a severe pa- supplied and you have the enjoy-
ralysis tick problem. The Gold Coast have ment of watching your new compan-
250 babies to date, and are in need of assis ion (or companions), grow and learn
tance as the mother Grejeaded flying ET x O AAAT T A ETA
foxes in Canungra have left their babies for very special and rewarding experi-
reasons still being investigated. ence and the only hard part is saying

. oodbye!
Due to lack of carers, some experienced cal 9 y

ers are having to take on multiples of babies
impacting on their own health, but through
true dedication are still providing the best
care and attention for these little ones.

.

If you are wanting to help an orphan,
but under circumstances, unable to
take one into care, you, your work
place, sporting club or friends can
SpONSOor your very own,.

You choose a name and we will send
you pictures, reports of how he or she
is progressing and a certificate.

Remember: keep your eyes peeled
and ears open for bats in trouble and
report them to Bat Care Brisbane on
0488 228 134.

Saving our flyingfoxes and micre
bats is saving our environment.

Visit Our New
Website!

“AO #AOA " OEC
site has been revamped!
Check out the new sections
i1 OEA 0"A0GOB
TAx O#11 OOEAQG
now easier to add new in-
formation and updates.

Feedback is welcomeyou
AAT OOA OEA G
link on any news story, or
emailinfo@bats.org.au
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Chocolate

y 0860 AT T ET ¢ ObP
our orphan friends and we are
need of funds for food.
Please help by selling fundraisi
chocolates.

To order your box/s please emg

fundraising@bats.org.au

Our batty friends thank you for
the support!
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acupuncture session than a massage. | keep telling her, she lucky to have suchja
SNAG around like myself.

Got to fly, have a very batty Christmas and a happy New Year.
(AT ¢ OAEA AT A OAIT Al AAO
$1180 CAO EOI ¢ ObP888 (

Gilbert xxxxxx

N.B. The Environmental Protection Agency has given special permits to Bat Care Brisbane, to retainfthe

servicef Gilbert , Monique and Jackie. They are unique and contributaisth to the education and
promotion of care, awareness and the essential conservation of our wildlife underd®43'S.

CoCos Palms
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Brisbane Bat Chatter
Name our FlyingFox

Skeleton!
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Email:info@bats.org.au
May the best name win!

Reports from tree loppers are, that there are more calls for Cocos palms to be

removed, averaging 100 per week. More and more people are realising the

are an obnoxious weed and are killing our wildlife, namely bats.

This is very positive, but there are still thousands of Cocos palms out there
and are close to our colonies.

Lets keep the word going and always remind people of the wildlife friendly
trees and plants they can replace them with. Every little bits helps!

g BU | AAUGC
one, but one with a happy ending.
She was found entangled on a
barbed wire fence in July at Enog-
gera. She was not in a good condi-
tion and had a serious injury to her
mouth.

Foxy Lady was taken to Australia
Zoo for surgery and posbp care.
She learnt to use her shoulder to
ETT A £
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touch and go at times, but thanks to
many dedicated carers, long dis-
tance travel, surgeries, and persis-
tence, she was subsequently miero
chipped and released.
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Pictures Paint A
Thousand Words

Educating society is an important role
of Bat Care Brisbane and sharing our
rescue and rehab stories play a vijtal
part.

The EPA as part of their education
steagsay jare jdqvelaping asnViR WaYE |
ing people to see what we see. They
have asked for our help and want to
come with us on some rescues and
obtain photos and/or footage of net
ting, barbed wires and any other res-
cues that we attend and our batty
friends have to face.

Please remember to always take| a
camera or video on rescues, for as dis-
grbingasit mgy bg. it A5 Ahe begt @k
BNy 1y get thegeg poyvegiul yme
ages and pass on so people under-
stand what is happening and the grue-
some job that we all do for the sake of
these beautiful, endearing animals.
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Wind Turbines Make Bat Lungs Baerwald and her colleagues believe that
Explode birds do not suffer the same fate as bats

the majority of birds are killed by direct
"Beware: exploding lungs" is not a sign contact with the blades because their
one would expect to see at a wind farm. |lungs are more rigid than those of bats
But a new study suggests this is the mairand therefore more resistant to sudden
reason bats die in large numbers aroundchanges in pressure.

wind turbines. . . . .
Bats eat nocturnal insects including agri-

The risk that wind turbines pose to birds cultural pests, so if wind turbines af-

is well known and has dogged debates fected their population levels, this could
over wind energy. In fact, several studiesaffect the rest of the local ecosystems.
have suggested the risk to bats is And the effects could even be interna-
greater. In May 2007, the US National tional. "The species being killed are mi-
Research Council published the results ajrants,” says Baerwald. "If bats are killed
a survey of US wind farms showing that in Canada that could have consequences
two bat species accounted for 60% of  for ecosystems as far away as Mexico."
winged animals killed. Migrating birds, i

meanwhile, appear to steer clear of the Windy day
turbines. One solution could be to increase the
Why bats- who echolocate moving ob- minimum wind speed needed to set the
jects- are killed by turbines has remainedPl2des in motion. Most bats are more

a mystery until now. The research councfctive in low wind.

thought the highfrequency noise from  The study was funded by a number of bat
the turbines' gears and blades could be ¢onservation groups together with en-
disrupting the bats' echolocation sys-  ergy companies with a financial interest
tems. in wind energy, such as Shell Canada ang
In fact, a new study shows that the mov-Alberta Wind Energy.

ing blades cause a drop in pressure that joyral reference:Current Biology(vol
makes the delicate lungs of bats sud- 18y R696)

denly expand, bursting the tissue's NP2 WS W2 W2 W2 W2 Wa W
blood vessels. This is known as a barc

trauma, and is welknown to scuba ; o)

sy \r Did You KNOW? Ner
"While searching for bat carcasses un‘\b‘ The only surviving Iand\"‘
der wind turbines, we noticed that based mammals. native to
many of the carcasses had no externa New Zealand are’ bats! ot

injuries or no visible cause of death,"
says Erin Baerwald of the University o
Calgary in Canada.
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Internal injuries A

Baerwald and colleagues collected 188
dead bats from wind farms across sout
ern Alberta, and determined their cause
of death. They found that 90% of the
bats had signs of internal haemorrhag-
ing, but only half showed any signs of
direct contact with the windmill blades.
Only 8% had signs of external injuries bi
no internal injuries.

The movement of windurbine blades
creates a vortex of lower air pressure
around the blade tips similar to the vor-
tex at the tip of aeroplane wings. Others
have suggested that this could be lethal

WEET C Xh 4EEI
Cheeky Micro Bats who claimed a
pool umbrella as their home

€

to bats, but until now neone had carried - relocated by Nanette

Bats!

A book about bats?
Come on, get real!
They're awful, disgusting,
They have no appeal.

Teachers prefer cute,
Teachers like cuddly,
No one likes bats,

They're just too ugly.

They suck your blood,
They get caught in your hair.
They fly through the night,
Just to give you a scare.

Not true you say?
They're gentle and shy?
Do a little research?

I'll give it a try.

Where are bats found?
They are found everywhere,

except Antarctica
It's too cold there.

Bats look like rodents
They fly like a bird.
Bu they're really a mammal,
it all seems absurd.

Microbats and Megabats
are names you should know.
They're two groups of bats,
identified below.

Microbats are small,
have small eyes, big ears.
They use echolocation
to catch insects far and near.

Some Microbats can catch
three thousand bugs a night.
A lot fewer mosquitoes,

Is quite a delight.

Megabats are bigger
and they see very well.
They like to eat fruit
they find with sight and smell.

They scatter the seeds
and pollinate the trees,
a must for tropical forests,
we all would agree.

The real value of bats,
is not understood.
They're really our friends
they do a lot of good.

Y 0 4EET9 Q6

Bats aren't awful.
Bats aren't disgusting.
There's a lot to learn
it takes some adjusting.

out necropsies to verify the theory.
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Presidents Report

Well here we are into another busy baby flyifax season, and lets not forget
# the baby microbats, they too are in desperate need. We have clocked up an
amazing 780 calls so far this year.

So to all of our wonderful volunteers | just want to send you all a big thank yo.
for a year of hard work (especially those early morning rescue calls) blood, (a
mixture here) sweat (definitely ours) and tears (buckets of them). We have had it tough ang
some of you will remember rescues that you wish you never attended.

| promise things will get better and all of our hard work and dedication will pay off. There are
Oii A AEC OEEIT CO 11 OEA EIOEUIT & O "AO #AC
yetl Our Logan grant success is making progress and we will have a big effort in the new year t
get lots of bat boxes out there for new roosts sites.

It looks like the banning of monfilament maybe on the horizon a federal wildlife team are
making a recommendation to the minister for the environment that the deadly netting is a threatening process for the recovery
of the Greyheaded flyingfox. We were also successful in alerting NR&W to the important flowering to migrating-ragled
flying-fox on North Stradbroke Island and to factor in their movements when planning future control burns.

We will be applying to have 2 new additions to our education familicrowatt and Microclimbit> little microbats. Hand raised
but sadlyun-releasable You will need to come to an event to meet them. We have some exciting events lined up for 2009|
AOO88 xA 1T AAA Al or tAad FrdcyOwhA is he@dedEtd Mebduthe has done an amazing job and has helpdd
enormously not only with organizational development but also with the development of the new web site . | hope the wieters al
cold! To past committee members we wish you well and hope you take away just a little bit of satisfaction that you halpef sh
a very successful and progressive organization, Dee Smith, Lisa Meyer, Jennifer Singfield and Hans Knop.
To all our brand new members and our continuing members, | would like to invite you to help move us forward into an even
0001 T CAO 1T OCAT EUAOCETT ET OEA &£OOOOA O AEOOOEAO OEAondardl| OA
Ol A OAAT 1T U COAAO wooi A O AAOGO AT A A O OEAEO xI1 AAQAEQDI

Bat Care Brisbane Events

swamp to see the bats hanging out in theenvironment. Itis a great feeling know-
trees until dusk when it was time for theiring that we are making a difference out
fly out. Unfortunately it was a windy night, there and educating people, importantly
so not all bats flew out together, but all infrom a young age.

all, Everyone seamed to enjoy themselves. Batty Boat Cruise
RSPCA Open Day

F ,alloween Zoaantertaining as always. When everyon®ol with Louise previously and was able
lots to eat, all ventured down to theto tell ushow important bats are for our
%

Bat Care Brishane have hopped on board
the Batty Boat Cruise once again. Visit

Bat Care Brisbane along with the Red-

land Shire Council put on a sausage siz-

zle at the Black Swamp for Halloween. our web site for dates and venue details

It was a great night with our stall full of . and come along for a magical experience
TTORE R AL A A fprtunately-Gilbe of-ableozals = = =

Gl 1AEAOR OET AA R RO U s & R85 B Soniiasset o1 <A AT1 AAT

ies, an informative talk from Louise . . . .

and with special guests Gilbert anf&ated on giving out information and telling Thank you to all members who have at-

some of our orphan babies. The chif€OPIe aboutwhat we do. The photo-  tanged and helped out with events over

dren were all keen to get their own baqraphs were a people stopper as they past year . We <cou

wings and masks and looked fant{;\sti}f\.'alked past and f.oun.d there was alot of it out the volunteers. Please put your

The baby bats were on their best beha{le"est and surprise in what damage Co- a4 yp for up and coming events in 20

iour and were very popular with th 0s palms can do. Two chllqrgn npaticl- 3 g dondt be sh y a
crowd not to mention Gilbert who was ar knew Gilbert as he had visited their sch

time!


http://redland.yourguide.com.au/multimedia/images/full/129904.jpg
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Meet Charlotte

This beautiful girl was found in a

banksia tree on Stradbroke Island.

Luckily for Charlotte, this tree hap-

PAT AA O AA A0 %i
who is the only Bat Care Brisbane
carer on Stradbroke Island!

After Emma rescued Charlotte, she
went into care and was released back
into the wild shortly after.

If you would like to help these ador-

AAT A AOAAOOOAOR DI AAOGA AiT180
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ing that we can make a difference in our own backyard environm
and the precious wildlife around us!

xi OE Dl
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BCB FSHIRTS!

We now have our owrBat Care
BrisbaneT-Shirts sporting our very
own handsome Gilbert! They
come in various colours and sizes
and look very smart. If you would
like to purchase one, please email
info@bats.org.au

Price: $ 15.00 (deposit into BCB
Colours: White, Navy, Grey & Bone
account and note on email)
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CONTACT
BAT CARE BRISBANE

RESCUE MOBILE 24hr
0488 228 134

AAA

ENQUIRIES B/H
(07) 3821 2341

INFORMATION MESSAGE
(07) 3321 1229

ww bats.org.au
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ent president@bats.org.au

0407 147 742
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Vice Presidents:

Matt Ellis
vicepresidentmatt@bats.org.au
& Paul Goodwin
vicepresidentpaul@bats.org.au

Secretary: Kristen Neilson
secretary@bats.org.au

Membership Secretary: Sue Rixon

membership@bats.org.au

Treasurer: Cathy Howie
treasurer@bats.org.au
0411 243 208

Events Coordinator:

events@bats.org.au

Grants Writer: Liz Turner
grants@bats.org.au

Newsletter Editor: Lauren Burton
newsletter@bats.org.au

Fundraiser Contact: Dot McGilvray

Fundraising@bats.org.au

Data Coordinators:

Gordon Sawers & Lisa Mannion
data@bats.org.au
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Donations
The following people have
made kind donations to
Bat Care Brisbane Inc.
A NOTE OF THANKS
. ) Stephanie Beams
Bat Care Brisbane would like to ex-
press our gratitude and thanks to  Pamela Mcelahinney
Tracey Engwirda who has been our _
Events eordinator over the past2 Rita Catholic School Talk
years. Tracy has dedicated much of =
her time and David Hill
effort to BCB G Brigas
and will be 9¢
greatly missed. _
Donations:
Bat Care Brisbane Inc
BSB:034 070
Best of wishes for the future Tracy!  Account no.: 310 595

DISCLAIMER:

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are
those of all BCB members. If you have any querieg
Dl
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concerns regarding the information or articles pro-

not
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info@bats.org.au




