
 

DATES TO  

REMEMBER  
 

MARCH  
 

Sunday 14th  

7.00 am  Fodder Forest work-
ing bee  

8.30 am  Wildlife Carer 
Awareness Day  

4.00 pm  Batty Boat Cruise 
CANCELLED 
 

Saturday 20th  

5.00 pm Bat watch with Gil-
bert  
 

Wednesday 24th  

10.00 am Uniting Church 
Coorparoo talk about bats  
 

 APRIL  
 

Friday 9th  

10.00 am Downfall Creek 
Bushland Centre óLets Go 
Batty For Kidsô 
 

Sunday 11th  

7.00 am Fodder Forest work-
ing bee  
 

Saturday 17th  

10.00 am Bat Watch with 
Gilbert Mt Ommaney  
 

MAY  
 

Sunday 9th  

7.00 am Fodder Forest work-
ing bee  
 

Saturday 15th  

10.00 am -  Faith Lutheran 
College Fete  
 

Sunday 16th  

10.00 am Wildlife Friendly 
Gardening  

5.30 pm Go batty with Gilbert 
Sparks Hill fly out talk  

For more details on these and 

other events visit our website  

www.bats.org.au  

Business Name 

Brisbane Bat Chatter  

Issue No. 10: March 2010 -  May 2010  

Itôs Release Time!Itôs Release Time!Itôs Release Time! 
It can be a sad and hard job to say goodbye to our 

beautiful orphans who are in the process of being 

released into the big wild world.  But It is an abso-

lute joy, knowing that these amazing  little char-

acters are off with a second chance at life, using 

the many important skills learnt in our care. 

This orphan season our carers have taken in 96 

flying-fox orphaned pups which is an improve-

ÍÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ΧΧΦȢ  !ÎÄ ÌÅÔÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ 

pup microbats who are sometimes forgotten. 

Thank you to all our rescuers and carers for your dedication.  Without you 

wonderful people, we would not have been able to achieve such a successful 

orphan season. 

Bat Conservation & Rescue 

Qld. Inc.  
 

We have a new name!   Thatôs right, our organisation is no longer 

called óBat Care Brisbaneô, but now óBat Conservation & Rescue 

Qld. Inc.ô  Why, you ask?   Our aim is that our new name better 

reflects our objectives and gives the public a better understanding 

of what we are about and what we believe in.  
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Ask GilbertAsk Gilbert  

 

 

Dear Gilbert 

My teacher told me that bats are special because they sleep hanging upside 
down by holding on with their feet, and they donõt even have muscles in 
their legs!  Can you tell me how this is possible Gilbert? 

Thank you, 

Cooper. 

Thank you for your letter Cooper and Iôm happy to say your teacher is right, we are 

special!  Instead of concentrating to hold on, we have to think to let go.  When we 
come into land on a tree, we rest our feet against a branch and our weight pulls 

down on what are our tendons and they pull our toes closed.  For us itôs a reflex 
action.  When we want to take off, we start to lift ourselves up to release our toes 

and off we go.  

   Love Gilbert.  Remember: Hang on and hang loose!  

Two of our members Dot and Trish were sent out on a rescue mission to rescue a male Black 

Flying -Fox from a Bougainvillea in Cleveland.  On arrival they noticed a long shiny silver ob-

ject stuck in the membrane of itôs wing, only to find out it was a fishing lure with hooks.  

Prepared with towels and an extension pole with net, they approached the bat only for him 

to fly across the road into the park.  Sending our rescuers running across the road and 

around the park on a goose chase with equipment in hand.  When  the flying - fox landed on a 

tree trunk, Trish and Dot expertly captured and wrapped him up safely and headed to the 

vets for help.  

The wonderful vet David Banks se-

dated the flying - fox and removed the 

fishing hooks.  He is now hanging 

out in rehabilitation and is expected 

to have a full recovery.  Good work 

ladies!  

Flying-Fox Caught Hook, Line & . . . . . Lure? 

The Dreaded Barbed Wire  

The result of being hooked up on barbed wire can be 

fatal for fling - foxes just like this little one.  When bats 

get caught on the barbs, their instinct is to try to 

chew themselves off.  This causes severe mouth inju-

ries such as tearing and pulping the roof of their 

mouth which is untreatable.  Unfortunately, our carers 

are attending more and more of these every week.  If 

you see or know of barbed wire near fruit and nectar 

trees, please mention to the owners that they can 

help by explaining what the barbed wire does to na-

tive animals.  There are alternative to having harmful 

barbed wire such as eclectic fences 

and the simple and cheap way of 

stringing up old CD disks will make 

the wire visible for bats in flight.  
The Lure removed for the flying -foxôs membrane 
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As most of you would know, the time our orphans spend in the release 

cage is important for their welfare before they are released.  In order for 

this to happen, we rely on our members to volunteer.  Unfortunately, 

itôs the same wonderful people giving up their spare time day after day.   

Please volunteer at least one afternoon.  Itôs not so much a chore as it is a social 

time and relax in the nature surrounds.  Getting to hang out while the juveniles 

wait impatiently for their feed, and waiting to be set free to join their fellow bat-

tys.  

Even If you can help one afternoon a week or now an then, itôs greatly appreci-

ated.  

WE NEED YOU 

Below: Our juve-

niles enjoying the 

juicy mangos!  

Below: Our 

amazing volun-

teer Barbara who 

does a brilliant 

job at looking 

after the fruit 

cutting & roster.  

Right: Louise sorting 

the cut fruit with 

Wombaroo for a 

batty feast.  

 

Five Batty Bats 
 

Five batty bats  

Were hanging óneath the moon. 
 

ñQuiet!ò said the first. 

ñThe witch is coming soon.ò 
 

ñSheôs green,ò said the second, 

ñWith a purple pointy nose.ò 
. 

ñBlack boots,ò said the third, 

ñCover up her ugly toes.ò 
 

ñHer broom,ò said the fourth, 

ñCan scratch you ï that I know!ò 
 

ñIôm scared,ò said the fifth. 

ñI think weôd better go.ò 
 

Five batty bats  

Escaped into the night.  
 

ñDear me, said the witch. 

ñThatôs a scary sight!ò 

 

                                                   -Anon  


