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After the horror of last year with 110 orphans this year we are up to 57 litt
ones. We have successfully reunited 4 babies with their distraught mothe
and released two mothers with their babies. Another mother is in care wit
her baby, both expected to go out early next year. 44 babies were four
abandoned on the ground or low in a tree, 19 babies were expertly recover
from their dead electrocuted mums by the wonderful guys from Energex,

car hit mums, and 2 from dead mothers caught in barwece? poor things!
7 little babies we could not save. We have had 22 microbat babies in care
are trying to perfect the raising of them so we do not have as many casu

love cuddles and baby bats are no exceptionake the most of it creche is
fast approaching!
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by & member to bring food, drink and Christmas cheer.

% Hope to see you there!
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DECEMBER
Sat 6 BBt FEOS O O

talk Redcliffe CANCELLED
Sun 6th & Carers and
supporters Christmas

party.

Sun 6th - Batty Boat
Cruise CANCELLED

Sat 12th & Fly-out talk Mt
Ommaney (For Commu-

] nityAsfoups and jembetsi p |

Only)

Sun 13th - Fodder Forest

I'S Working bee

h Fri 18th
d camp monitoring, number

- Flying -fox

estimates

2 JANUARY
babies were saved from dead mothers in back yard fruit tree netting , 2 from

Sun 10th - Fodder Forest
working Bee

- Fly-out talk
Simpsons Playground,
Nadine St Graceville (For
S Community Groups and
members Only)

FEBRUARY
Sun 7th 1 Batty Boat
Cruise
Sun 14th - Fodder For-
est Working Bee
Sat 20th - BCC Fly out
Mt Ommaney
Sun 28th - Batty Boat
cruise
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Ask Gilbert

Dear Gilbert
Hi Gilbert. When | ask my Grandmother to read me a story, she always says
she candt because shed6s o6blind as A n
blind?
From Ben.
Hi B P.S. | say hello to your bat friends every night in the big tree at our house
i Ben,
Thanks for your letter. 1 like it when Louise reads me stories too but she has to use a head lamp to read
to me as her eyesight is not as good as mine is at night. | have vision similar to that of a cat, so can see
very well at night! Tell your dear Grandmother that bats in fact have great eye sight. Flying -foxes like
myself rely on our sight and our noses as we follow the rivers and streetlights at night to find our food.
They are like our road map to get around. My cousins the microbats are very unique and use echolocation
which is like hearing with pictures. Did you know they can detect a single human hair in total darkness!
Even though their eyes are not as big and as beautiful as mine, they still have good eye sight. So next
time she tells you this, youoll be able to teach her some
Love Gilbert. Remember: Hang on and hang loose!
Wishing you all a safe and Merry Christmas as you all hang out with family & friends! If you get
too hot try belly dipping just li ke my cousins do....I©d

mies...he he!

A very batty Keith with wife Christine

MEMBER PROFILE & KEITH FALKINER

As a new member, April 2009, | wont forget the excitement of recently climbing a tree
with a baby FF hooked on my shoulder, hooking baby on a branch, skidattling, and then,
with only two calls, have mum zoom in to pick up her cherished baby. (better than hav-
ing to look after the shitty smelly little things)

Born and bred when parents allowed their urchins to roam, kangaroos, goannas, frogs,
and snakes were common in St Lucia, one of my playgrounds was the city of tunnels un-
der the QId Uni, the storm water drainage system. Having picked up a supply of advertis-
ing brochures from the dump it was off to the uni for further exploration, for what turned into my first con-

tact. By the light of burning brochures | noticed a round fuzzy shape, the size of half a soccer ball, at-

tached where one of the drains joined the big pipe. Having no idea what it was, it needed a poke. To my
surprise and delight it turned out to be a cluster of micro -bats which filled the air with tiny cheeps and
puffs of air as they whizzed past. OK sorry | wont disturb you again.

With memories of the evening sky being filled with Flying Foxes and dead bats draping the power lines, an
article in the local paper about how hard it was for bats in 2007, prompted me to do something about it. A
couple of years later | found some time, looked up bats in the phone book and rang the number. El Presi-
dente answered.............cccceeeenen that's when | discovered what it was like to be those uni microbats of

my childhood. Prodded poked and jabbed into action by a commitment. Starting with one of the best birth-
day presents in memory, a series of Rabies jabs, kindly given by the woman of my dreams. Christine, who
has shared all her life for the last 36 years with a grace and love that moves me to tears.

The reason | say, and mean, the Rabies injections were fantastic is because I'm getting to know the BCB
members, and bats too. A group of special people, inspirational in the dedication of such fascinating crea-
tures. Being on the rescue phone roster has really been an opportunity for connecting with many of you,
and | thank you all for doing what you can when you can. It is such a privilege to be playing the game,
save a bat today, with you lot.

I've appreciated the flexibility to be able to use the skills and interests | bring, learn new ones and let go of
fears. I'm moved by the way these wild creatures accept the clunky support of human beings and the op-
portunity to make a difference and to enrol others in the importance of flying foxes and bats. | love this
work. Thanks again everyone. KEITH
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Bat Care Brisbane Events

The weather was perfect and the flying -foxes didn
di sappoint us with motherds bei
with tiny babies attached. We watched one tree
become festooned with baby bats as mums left
them to go out foraging
without the big lumps at-
tached. The highlight of
the afternoon was seeing

Where  The Back Swamp,

Foguo Street erd. Cevshing %, 4 . Above: A young batty how much fun the kids
fan showing off hernew  \yere having with their bat

wings wings and masks. A big

Halloween Black Swamp stglee!to Redland City
ouncil for hosting a fun
Halloween has flown in and out once again, and night for local families to
. Below: Two of our brilliant
this year we spent another great afternoon at learn about bats. volunteers Nigel & Paul put
Clevel anddés 6Bl ack Swampdé with fun and game Soag8atBBQ
BBQ and we watched another amazing fly -out.

HALLOWEEN flicks A Brisbane City Council hosted a
movie in the park for Halloween, POW, KAZAM, good family
fun with Batman and Robin in the original batman movie.

Lots of people bought their blankets and a picnic dinner. Gil- p&
bert Jaquie and Monique also stared in their very own movie
produced by Bridgette McKelvey. Gilbert was very proud to
see himself at last featured on the big screen fi awesome
Gilbert! Great to see about 200 people come out and enjoy

their public park and the bats that call Sparkes Hill home.

Book signing and Talk by Les Hall

What a great night! Those who attended Les pe r e I
Les talked us through his road trip with Aus
pher Steve Parish on the search for bats through Queensland and Northern
Territory. As Les spoke about the places they visited and what species were
found we were treated to a slide show of some amazing photographs of

Steveds and Les also had some i mpressive on was
esting as Les explained the clever techniques they used to photograph the

bats, the unusual places they were found and some funny stories along the

way.

The publication of O6A Wild Australia Guide H . . sul t
tion and hard work. The book | ists Austra » Me
bats, their habitat, diet and how to identify them. It also contains informa-

tion on Bat conservation, why they are so important to our ecosystem and

about caring for injured and orphan bats. abso

ing and is the best collection to date. o iettus o B B s anaevea e


http://www.steveparish.com.au/updateShop/images/500height/1018123.jpg
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Reuniting Baby with Mum

Monday 9 " November 2009

At approx. 2pm we were asked to rescue a baby flying fox
from a young man named Hayden at an address in Wyn-
num. The flying foxes were attracted to the address by 4
large fruiting Cocos palms. He had noticed the bub on the
ground during the night, and the mum was attempting to
get him back, unsuccessfully. So the baby came into the
care of Hayden, who was working and living in the area
temporarily (due to go back to Sydney soon).

When | got there, the bub was in a white towel in a shoe
box, and he immediately squawked when | spoke to him, |
remarked that he must be a boy. And he was! A healthy
boy, with the lovely musky smell of a baby BFF.

| thanked Hayden and mentioned that we would come back
to the area in the evening to try to reunite him with his
mum.

When | got home | measured and weighed him, he happily had a feed too. | estimated he would be
about 4 weeks old as his forearm was 92, weight 128. We had a nice cuddle for some time and then
we left to go back to the address in Wynnum.

We arrived just at dusk, and waited patiently for the mum to come back. At about 6:30pm we noticed
a BFF arrive and we coaxed bub to squawk, which got the FFs attention. She flew over quite a few
times to check out the situation.

We employed a tree across the street where she would be able to land and placed the baby in one of
the limbs. She flew over many times, eventually able to land in the tree about a metre and a half from
the baby, who by this time was getting very excited and squeaking endlessly to his mum. She cau-
tiously waited a couple of minutes, and then proceeded to climb across to the limb where the bubby
was, sniffing him. He started the noise and was impatient to get onto his mum again. She accepted
him, and sat there for a few minutes while he settled in. We could see a silhouette of the mum
stretching her wings out and snuggling her baby during the settling in process. Then she most happily
flew off with her baby . Hayden was just as pleased as we were that we were successful. He had a
nice story to take back home to Sydney with him.

This was our first reuniting i and | must say that this was a privilege to witness. We were overjoyed to
see him back with his mum.

Lynda & John Jacob.
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Presidents Report

Oh what a relief! A good year for bats this year, Eucalypts, Melaleucas and other native trees have been flowering
prolifically this winter in & QId. and Bloodwoods are now a great source of summer food. This flowering has
helped to keep our friends well out of reach of man made obstacles such as barteednd back yard fruit tree
netting.

~Netting season has been disturbingly quiet this year even though it is still being sold by naughty hardware stores
and nurseries. Exotic figs will be ripening soon so brace yourselves, we are not out of the woods yet! Keep filling
out the customer feed back forms from these stores and tell them they are bad corporate citizens for stocking
products that cruelly kill wildlife.

~Our web site is continually evolving under the expert creativity of Keely Sauntteasks Keely you are doing a
xI'TAROZOI ET A EOGBO Ai AUET ¢ Eix xA AOA T1x ET OI OAE
and products to sell. Thanks also for doing the design work for our calenidaw good are they! A special thank

you to all the wonderful photographers (those who are members and those who are not) who donated one of their
favourite photos. Each month has a little info section about bats. It is awesome! Get you copy at the Christmas
Party or order a copy from Justirsecretary@bats.org.au

~A good proportion of our rescue calls are now coming from our web sitewaiting on hold or pressing buttons
2 callers call directly to our rescue phana real live person! During summer 1/2 an hour can mean life or death for
a bat suffering in the hot sun. We also receive calls for assistance from the RSPCA and DEEDI call centres.

~ We have had a great year out and about educating people about bats too. Our collaborative education program
xEOE " OEOAAT A #EOU #1 O1 AEl EAO AAAT A EOCA OOAAAOC
talks with totally changed attitudes. This is our ultimate goal. If you have never been to one of these events you
too will learn something, if not it is a really fun night to get involved in your organization.

~ If you know of any big events planned for your suburb next year please let Suesknotg @bats.org.ay it
may be a good place for us to change more attitudes and help us raise much needed funds.

~ | look forward to seeing you soon and wish you a safe and happy holiday season. If you have any spare time ov
the festive break let us know there is always something going on in the bat office! Or just come and give Gilbert a

scratch.Keep safe and go batty! With esteem to all & Louise
HOMES FOR MICROBATS - SUCCESS HOT Pl CSé.
GUARANTEED

If you want a family of microbats in your
backyardd buy a pool side umbrell@ works
a treat! They canoét
Warm, safe from predators, easy access an
close to a feast of insect activity!
BRILLIANT!

A fun toy filled adventure playground for baby
batsi Sam Longmands well apgoi nt

See next pageé.
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FUNDRAISER
CHOCOLATES

Last year our fundraiser
chocolates helped to pay for
an extended support feed-
ing of our orphans $7,000
worth! We were extremely
lucky to have so many
sweet t oot hs
sist a chocolate or two. A
big thanks must go to Craig
Hardie and lan Saunders for
infiltrating Council buildings
where chocoholics reign su-
preme. So if you know of a
place that would welcome
chocolates in the tea room
send an email to Dorothy
and put in your order.

w

Perhaps this would make a
wonderful Christmas or holi-
day gift too. The money
raised goes to our orphan
creche and release program
I so the more money we
raise from chocolates the
less YOU pay in créche fees.
Doné6t rely on
to support your orphans, or-
der a box today 0 EMAIL

fundraiser@bats.org.au

You can have a mixed box
or full box of Freddo Frogs,
Picnic bars, Time Out,
Honey Nougat, Summer
Rolls, Carmelo Koalas
Boost bars, cherry ripe and
other favourites. There are
48 bars to a box, $1.20 per

ot

chocolate.

g
&

Many hands make light work at a
Batmax working bee.

No they are not for cats! Based on
the same principle we have created
the ABat Maxo

have been able to make these won-
derful outdoor collapsible enclosures
to house orphans. Designed for semi
covered areas like patios or decks the
enclosures are perfect for the or-
phans as they become flying rascals
before they enter creche. They are
snake proof they are large enough to
practice flying and portable. A big
thanks to Gavin and Paul for making
this happen, the baby bats and the
carers will be much happier.

t hanks
Council 6s Wil dlife

t
C



Our 24hr Heosveeud tPhoanenéat e i t, it
A remarkable story of compassion & dedication...
The call came in at 1.30am. A woman was uncontroll a
ing me and my dog was attacked tooo. Only days befo

deadly bats are (we are living proof of this right?) Anyway

0 there was no way to console this poor

person as she thought her family were in grave danger of a prolonged and dangerous attack by
bats. So our brave phone volunteer jumps in her car in the middle of the night and drives 45 min-
utes from home to that of the distraught caller not knowing what she would face! Once there our
brave and compassionate volunteer saw the trouble. Bats were flying from and squabbling over the

ripe fruit of a row of Umbrella trees in the back garden. Explaining about flying
-foxes need to drop to get lift to fly

how, as a heavy flighted mammal, flying

-fox behaviour and
d this swopping behav-

iour once explained calmed and relieved the caller who thought the bats were chasing her as she

tried to retrieve her barking dog. Ever so grateful the young woman was
pacified. Volunteer wearily trudges back to bed at 3.30am. Husband
oblivious! Trish you certainly went well beyond your duty as a phone vol-
unteer, but wow what a wonderful person and how lucky we are to have

you on our team. THANK YOU!

Others may not have been so compassionate! Lucky caller.

Being the phone
Sometimes we call you and no one answers, we
call many and still no one answers, we try your
home phone, your mobile, but no one answers.
We call RSPCA but they are busy, we call other
groups and we call DERM and we get a re-
cording, So what do we do? We get in the car
and go ourselves, way across town hoping we
dondt run a red | ight.
too late. Hot, tangled, in pain and stressed, it
gave up waiting for us A only minutes ago. The
tears well up and the frustration builds. | want to
give this up it is just too horrible. The next rescue
is heartening, and makes us feel better the caller
rings back and thanks us for being so prompt.
The bat is rescued within 20 minutes. Wow we

helped to save a bat today fi it feels good .

The next caller is whining about microbats in the

walls you calmly tell her the process, that it is
time consuming and as a protected wildlife she

must do what she can not to harm these wonder-
ful little pest controllers i t s not

to hear and she yells into the phone that she is
ringing a pest controller to kill the lot of them

\Y

wh a

and hangs up on you. Defeated you mutter
oignorant €06 and take
yougoyourself it hi s ti me it éfex a

ol unteer i s no
not far from home i good lungs & you take
him home give him a warm sweet drink

keep him warm, look in his eyes, then rush

back to where you found him at dusk
youodve
go! Sure enough mum flies through scream-
ing her lungs out and baby screams back i
bi ngo! | 0 W reunitédd Bumyed, you
reunite another baby the very next day !

Wow this is great il | really can make a dif-

ference to the lives of bats.

Over the next few days calls are promptly
handled and the rescuers sent do an amaz-
ing job, such caring humans beings, you feel
privileged to belong to a great bunch of
dedicated volunteers. You put yourself
down for phone roster again.

Can you be a phone hero too?
We need more phone volun-
teers like Keith, Ro, Trish, Lau-
ren and Nicole. Phone Train-
ing soon, call the bat phone if
interested i we would love to hear from you!

=

200

t h e 24 hrrescue fi 0488228134
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1 teaspoon salt

. .
¥z cup butter / margarine 1 teaspoon bi -carb soda

% cup oil Y teaspoon baking powder

1%, cups sugar Y cup of cocoa

. .
@ 2%2 cups plain flour 1 teaspoon vanilla

@ 2 cups grated zucchini 2 eggs

BLLLLLLL

g You must put your baby to bed while you bake this cake!

Place all ingredients into a large mixing bowl beat together until thoroughly mixed then pour
equally into2 greased 80 cake tins. Bake in a mode@te
@skewer. Il f playing with your baby bat at time of c@ki

@ cious to ruin!

@ N.B. - baby bats should never eat cake only their human parents!

LB
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